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The Hiftory of Ifaac Fenkins, his Wife, and Children. 


[Extra&ted from a Pamphlet written by Dr. Beddoes, of Briftol, 
under that Title, which has lately been publifhed. 


(Continued from Page 523-) 


Y landlady was before the door, {quabbling with a wag - 
goner about fome Birmingham half-pence, which he 
had paid her and would not change. The poor woman ftood 
modeftly by, till the wrangling was over and my landlady 
feemed pacified. hen, ftill keeping her diftance, fhe dropped 
a fhort curtfey, and “ Doctor Langford,” fays fhe, ‘* ordered 
meto get fome wine or ale to warm for the children, for if 
they had not fomething good, the phyfic would be of no fer= 
vice to them, and it was odds but they died ; and Mrs. Pritche 
ard, if you'll truft me this once for a pint of your ale—I 
fhould not afk it for myfelt; indeed I fhould not, Madam— 
and the very firft money” —* So, believe me,” faid the land- 
lady, ftopping her fhort before fhe had finifhed, “ here’s im 
pudence for you ; what! I am to truit all the world, and fup- 
port every flattern’s dirty brats, I fuppofe. Gracious me ! 
Truft ! yes, to be fure, one may truft beggars till one has loft 
all credit one’s felf. Go, hufley, look behind that kitchen 
door, at your drunkard hufband’s fcore; and fee there if I 
ought to truft for more.—No, ftop, you fha’nt go into the 
houfe neither ; fo, get away about your bufinefs, and don’t at- 
tempt to bring your filthy vermin diftempers into creditable 
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houfes, among people of condition, forfooth !’” On hearing 
this, the poor woman felt as if her breath was ftopped all of a 
fudden: fhe grew pale and put forth her arms from her fides, 
as if to fave herfelf from dropping.—She then turned away, 
and flowly tottered towards her own houfe, for the could 
really fcarce kecp upon her legs. Mrs. Pritchard finding that 
her petitioner returned not a word to her abuie, and perceiving 
how faint and poorlv fhe was, felt her mind fo becalmed all at 
once that fhe wondered herfelf which way her paffion was 
flown. She was not particularly ill-natured, though vaftly 
of hearing her foul tongue wage “ Hark you, Sarah,” 
fays fhe, calling after her ina foftened voice ; “ if fo be, ’tis 
as you fay, and the Doétor ordered you to get the ale, forthe 
fick children, why that’s quite another ftory. Ifaac’s is a 
long fcore,to be fure, and | have loft, I may fay, many’s the 

good pound, by my teider-heartednefs ; for I was always too 
vielding and kind, I could never fay nay to an old cuftomer, when 
he was difguifed in liquor, and coaxed me fo lovingly to fetch 
t’other mug.—But if it be to make helplefs children well, 
Jack-a-day for ’em, poor urchins ! I]’!l let you have the pint, 
So, look up, and have a good heart. And marry if need be, 
of another pint to-morrow, and the next day, and the next, 
why come and fetch it and welcome. And I'll give youa 
flice of white bread into hang bargain, if it will do any good, 
For the Lord reward me! I defy “this flanderous world to fay 
that Martha Pritchard ever wanted the bowels of condefcen- 
fion towards her poor neighbours, ragged and dirty though 
they be; that is, underftand me, when they demean themfelves 
properly, And nowI bethink me, Sarah, you always ftood 
back when we were at the church door together, to let me 
walk out firft; and when we mect in the lane, don’t you 
ficp fhort, and look down upon the ground, and make a curte 
fey, and fay, “ Your fervant, Mrs. Pritchard.” ¢ And Sarah 
when did | fail to make anfwer ; So Sarah! how be you, Sa 
rah ! for I always loved to be lowly and humble in fpirit. So 
wait there a bit, and Ill bring you the drink directly.” 

This change of tone in Mrs. Pritchard, and her relenting 
were as reviving as a cordial to the dejected Sarah. She 
thanked her, and told her thatas to the white bread the chil- 
dren were not in a condition to cat any thing : But the Doc- 
tor ordered her to [crape a litle ginger into th: ale—“ Then 
arace of ginger you fhall have, a’name of God, and if you 
had wanted to the value of half a nutmeg, it fhould not have 
been denied you.” 

So 
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So fayings Mrs. Pritchard marched into the houfe, holding 
up her head, in perfect good-humour at the thought of her own 
con equence and Chriftian charity. She was not long before 
fhe brought out a pint of ale, with a race of ginger for the 
children, ; and a glafsof warm elder wine, witha bit of toafted 
bread for their mother. 

The two children who were not fo dangeroufly ill, now foon 
got bette Ty thanks to Mr. Langford’s medicines and Mrs. 
Pritchard’s gingered ie ! But it went hard with the other ; 
he lay moaning and fenfelefs for {:veral days; and it was difi- 
cult to geta fpoontul down his throat. However his mother 
did not give up-trying for all that. And at length fhe got tke 
knack of makin g him {wallow out of a {mall tea- -pot, which 
Mr. Langford defired her to borrow of Mrs. Pritchard. By 
degrees the lad fhewed figns of life, and in a week or nine 
days the Doétor told her he would certainly recover. Sarah 
herfelf gained ftrengtis every day. And Mrs, Pritchard, who 
gave her own ale and ginger the credit of the cure, would not 
Jet i it drop through for want of a mug and a race extraordinary. 

One evening, when the danger was all over, Mr. Langford 
called to fee them for the laft me. He was a fenfible 2s well 
as a charitable man 3 and he had long perceived a good deal 
amis in and about the houfe, befides the ficknefs. The garden, 
where there feemed to have been more weeds than potatoes, 
befpoke a bad fault fomewhere. And the condition of the 
houfe likewife fhewed how much Ifaac was poverty ftruck; 
befides a crazy table, a broken arm chair, a bench and two 
ftools, the furniture confifted principally of an old pot, fome 
porringers without handles, a few cracked trenchers, two or 
three pewter fpoons battered and beat in at the fides, and a 
worm eaten {pinning-whecl Above ftairs, there was nothing 
but a bed half ftufted with cha ff, and on the floor befide the 
bed, a wad of ftraw for the children to lie on, ‘This made 
Mr. Langford ftrongly fufpeét Ifaac not to be fo good to his 
family as he ouz*.c to be; for though fhe muft be a naughty 
woman indeed, who wou!d not ftrive all fhe could for her own 
{mall children, when they were fick and likely to die, yet he 
thought Sarah was uncommonly anxious aad attentive; and 
that fhe had managed better to nurle them and cook their ale 
than many a poor woman might have done. And when he 
recollected what fhe had dropped and he had imperfetly heard 
the firft time he called, he had little doubt but Ifaac was one of 
thofe unfeeling, fortifh fathers, who {pend a great part of their 
wages at the alehoufe, and leave their families to pine and 
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famifh at home, feemingly not caring whether they have a 
morfel of bread to eat or not.—‘ And if fo,” thought he to 
himfelf, “ I have dune thefe poor creatures little fervice at 
Jaft | Whenever the fever comes acrofs the country again, as 
fure as can be, it will feize upon them among the firft, weak 
and ftarvelings as they will be for want of enough to eat, 
And then ten to one but they perifh, for I may not chance to 
ride by in time! Nay if no diftemper fhould come, better 
have died now, than linger in conftant mifery and hunger.— 
However, [faac will not be long before he comes from work, 
and I will try what a little talk will do at leaft. So lately as 
he has feen them at death’s door, if he have the heart of a man 
and not of a brute, he’ll think better hereafter.” 

In order to make fure of his ground, he put fome queftions 
to Sarah; and foon difcovered that his furmifes were but too 
well founded. Ifaac was indeed a good deal to be pitied as 
well as blamed. He was not bad at bottom. When in fere 
vice, he was fober, and thoughtful and faving. And for feve- 
ral years after his marriage he continued to behave himlelf fo« 
berly, taking great pleafure in feeing the houfe clean, and the 
children well fed. He killed a pig every year, and brewed 
fone beer at the wake and Chriftmas. His houfe was clean 
and the children ruddy and plump ; always contented, and 
playful and frifking about; not dirty, pale, and pot-bellied, as 
if they bad the worms ; and fhivering at every blaft, aud with- 
out any life or fpirit. But the misfortune of the eldeft boy, 
who was big enouh to go about fometimes with his father 
aftcr the horfes, was the beginning of [faac’s change for the 
worfe. One 5th of November, as he was coming down the 
hill towards night with three horfes aud an empty cart, fome 
collier boys let off a cracker, and it bounced till it came into 
the road, and the horfes took fright and fet off like mad down 
the hill; andthe Jad, whom Ifaac had lifted upon the fore horfe 
becaufe he was tired of walking, was thrown down headlong ; 
and the horfes ran and dragged the wheel oyer his body. It 
was in vain that Ifaac hurried and bawled after the horfes. 
The child was trod and crufhed under foot before he could 
come up ; and all he could do was to carry him home, bleeding 
and mangled, with his face ll one wound—and he actually 
died the next day, after fuffering terrible pain. The Doctor 
could do nothing for him ; for aac could then afford to fend 
for a do¢tor when any of his family were fick, as he had con- 
trived to fave a pretty fpill at fervice. ‘ 
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As foon as Ifgac faw with his own eyes, and heard from the 
doctor the fad condition of the child, he hurried to the hillina 
terrile rage, determined on revenge. The collier lads had 
however got fafe into the pits, and he could not find any traces 
of them. 

This melancholy accident made Ifaac bethink himfelf of 
the many limbs broken, and lives deftroyed by frightening 
horfes on this day. He now felt compaffion for tue fufferers 
and their fathers and mothers. And although wanton boys 
may think it fine {port to make a flahh or a burft after it is dark, 
yet confidering what fhocking mifchief they often do, they 
ought to be made ta leave off thefe dangerous tricks, if they do 
not choofe toleave them off of their own accord. 

Ifaac’s anger, as he returned home, melted down into for- 
row. He wept bitterly over the boy, who was dying in ago= 
nies of pain. After his death, he could not hold up his head for 
the firft week ; and when he returned to his mafter, he cared 
not whether he worked or eat. As he was one day coming 
home quite melancholy, two young men who were ftanding at 
Martha’s door, perfuaded him to drink a draught out of their 

jug, and then come into the Ho.fe Shoe, where they lodged, 
Thefe were Londoners, They had come down to faw the 
hollies of the Hill into thin boards for fineering. They were 
jolly companions, got great wages, and {pent them as merrily 
as they caine, 

Ifaac found relicf in the effect of the ale and the wonderful 
ftories he was told about London. He promifed to call again 
next night. ‘They foon became loving friends; and the 
oftener Ifzac went to the Horfe Shoe, the harder he found it to 
ftay away. He foon came to fuch a pafs as never to feel caly 
but when he was befoiced. Little by little, you know, is the 
way which men always fall into evil practices. ‘Though the 
Londoners went off by the end of the month, Ifaac had fo 
thoroughly learned the trade of a toper, and loved it fo dearly, 
that he would follow it Saint Monday, Saint Tuefday, and 
Wednefday befides, though he had none to help him. Hence 
his money foon went, bis credit followed after ; and at length 
Martha never put a pint into his hand without throwing his 
{core inhis teeth, You have already heard how hard it came 
tofare with his wife and children at home. 


(To be continued.) 
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An ANECDOT E, 


HE brig Liberty, from London to Dublin, fome time in 
the year 1779, was captured by the Black Prince; 
which fhe kept under her lee till night, when a gale of wind 
oming on they were feparated, but were again taken the next 
day by a 40 gun French frigate, who took the Captain and all 
the men, and leaving only three boys, the eldeft of whom was 
but 18 years of age, together with twelve French failors, and 
fent her for Breft, from which port they were about 40 hours 
fail, There being a quantity of porter on board, nine of the 
tweive feamen went down to drink, which they did to a degree 
of very great intoxication. ‘The boys perceiving this, went 
down and locked the hatches upon them, and coming upon 
deck, the youngeft with a handfpike knocked down the man 
at the helm, feized his fword, and, aflifted by the other two, 
with each a hand{pike, fecured the two men remaining upon 
deck, and brought the veflel into Kinfale ; where the French- 
men, as prifoners of war, were fent to the county gaol, and the 
vefle] was piloted into Dublin harbour, to the no {mall aftonifh- 
ment of every perfon. The boys, as they deferved, were hand- 
fomely rewarded; the cargo of the veflel being eftimated 
at 11,000]. 





Firft Report from the Committee of Secrecy. 
Ordered to be printed the 17th of May, 1794. 


HE Committee to whom the feveral papers referred to 

in his Majefty’s meflage of the 12th of May, 1794) 
and which were prefented (fealed up) to the Houfe, by Mr. 
Secretary Dundas, upon the 12th and 13th days of the faid 
month, by his Majefty’s command, were referred; and who 
were directed to examine the matters thereof, and report the 
fame, as they fhould appear to them, to the Houfe ; have pro- 
ceeded, in obedience to the orders of the Houfe, to the confis 
deration of the matters referred to them. 

[he Committee of Secrecy in the Houfe of Commons, 
by whom the Report was prefented, confifted of the twenty- 
one following Members: Right Hon, William Pitt (Chane 
cellor of the Exchequer), Mr. Secretary Dundas, Right Hon. 

Velbore Ellis, Right Hon. William Wyndham, Sir John 
Scott (Attorney General), John Mitford, Etq. (Solicitor Ge- 
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neral), Robert Dundas, Efg. (Lord Advocate of Scotland), 
Thomas Grenville, Efq. Right Hon. Thomas Steele, Sir R. P. 
Arden, Hon, R. B. Jenkinfon, Sir H. Hoghton, Earl of Upper 
Offory, Thomas Powys, Efq. Earl of Mornington, Lord Mul- 
grave, J. H. Browne, Efq. J. Anftruther, Efq. Thomas Stan- 
ley, Efq. Right Hon. Charles Townfhend, and the Right Hon. 
Edmund Burke. 

A fimilar Committee was formed in the Houfe of Peers, 
confifting of the nine Lords whofe names follow : Lord 
Loughborough (Lord High Chancellor), Marquis of Stafford, 
Dukes of Portland and Leeds, the Earls of Carlifle, Harde 
wicke, Caernarvon, Chatham, and Mansfield. ] 

They find, on the firft infpection, that the books and papers 
which they are directed to examine contain a full and authentic 
account of certain proceedings of two Societies, calling theme 
felves the Society for Conftitutional Information, and the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society, who appear to be clofely con- 
neéted with other Societies in many parts of Great Britain, 
and in Ireland ; and the Committee allo obferve, from recent 
circumftances, which have already come under their obferva- 
tion, that thefe proceedings appear to become every day more 
and more likely to affect the internal peace and fecurity of 
thefe kingdoms, and to require, in the moft urgent manner, the 
immediate and vigilant attention of Parliament. 

The Committee have, therefore, thought it their indifpen- 
fable duty, in the firft inftance, to fubmit tothe Houfe the gee 
neral view which they have been enabled to form of thefe 
tranfaCtions, referving a more particular itatement for a fubfe- 
quent report. 

In the Book containing the proceedings of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, which was found in the cuftody of 
the perfon acting as Secretary to the Society, there are regular 
entries, of what pafled on each day of meeting, from the 
end of the year 1791 to the gth of May in the pretent year. 

From thele it appears, that during almoft the whole of that 
period, and with hardly any confiderable interval, except dur- 
ing partof the f{ummerin 1792 and 1793, this Socicty has, by 
a feries of refolutions, publications, and correfpondence, been 
unitormly and fyitematically purfuing a fettled defign, which 
appears to your Committee to tend tothe fubverfion of the 
eftablifhed Conftitution, and which has of late been more 
openly avowed, and attempted to be carried into full execution. 

The principles on which this defiga is founded are ttrongly 
aaa een date creincemaie F 
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18th of May 1792, in which the Society applaud the intention 
of publifhing a cheap edition of the Firft and Second Parts of 
The Rights of Man; and refolve, “ That a copy of Mr, 
Paine’s letter [informing them of this intention], together with 
thefe refolutions, be tranfmitted to all the affociated Societies in 
town and country; and that this Society do congratulate them 
on the firm as well as orderly fpirit and tranquil perfeverance 
manifefted in all their proceedings, and exhort them to a fteady 
continuance therein:” Andalfo, “ That 3000 copies of the 
letter and refolution fhould be printed for the ufe of the So- 
ciety.” This fingle circumftance would, in the judgement of 
your Committee, leave little doubt of the real nature of the 
defigns entertained by this Society. Their conduct in other 
refpes has correfponded with it. 

On the 11th of May in the fame year they vote an addrefs, 
in terms of approbation and applaufe, to the Society of Ja- 
cobins at Paris. 

They adepta fimilar meafure, under circumftances ftill 
more ftriking, by fending, on the gth of November following, 
an addrefs to the National Convention of France, full of 
panegyric on the French revolution, and expreffing the 
itrongeft wifhes for its progrefs and fuccefs. ‘This addrefs 
was actually prefented at the bar of the Convention by two 
perfons of the name of Barlow and Froft; and the anfwer of 
the Prefident was read at the meeting of the Society onthe 
7th of December, 1792. 

On the 14th of the fame month a letter is received from 
perfons calling themfelves the friends of liberty and equality, 
at Laon, capital of the Departmert de L’Aifne; and referred 
by the Society to their Committee of Correfpondence. 

On the 21ft of the fame month, certain members are exe 
prefsly appointed a Committee for Foreign Correfpondence. 

The proceedings of this Committee are ordered to be en- 
tered in a feparate book 3 and a letter reccived that day from 
the friends of liberty aud equality at Macon is referred to that 
Committee. 

On the 25th cf January and on the rft of February, 1793» 
(at the eve of the commencement of the war, and after the 
repeated reprefentations which had been made on the part of 
the Britith Government, complaining of the conduct of 
France) the Citizens Barrere and Roland (then leading Mem- 
bers of the French Convention) are admitted affociated 
honorary members of the Society; and tle ipeeches of Barrere 
and St. Andre (alfoan honorary member of the Society) as 
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given in the Moniteur of the 4th, 6th, and 7th of January, are 
direéted to be inferted in the books of the Society. 

Subfequent to the declaration of war, which interrupted 
this fyftem of dire correfpondence and concert with France, 
and dewn to the prefent time, the Society have continued, on 
various occafions, to manifeft their attachment to the caufe of 
the French revolution ; and have affected to follow, in their 
proceedings and in their language, the forms and even the 
phrafes which are adopted in that country. 

The next leading circumftance which has engaged the at- 
tention of your Committee, is the un-remitting activity and 
diligence with which this Society have attempted to difleminate 
their principles both by publications and refolutions induf- 
trioufly and extenfively circulated, and by endeavouring to 
eftablifh a general correfpondence and concert, among the 
other feditious Societies in the metropolis, and in different 
parts of England and Scotland, as well as in Ireland. With 
many of thefe this Society appears itfelf to have carricd on an 
immediate correfpondence, particularly with thofe at Sheffield, 
Norwich, and Manchefter, who have, on all occafions, taken 
the moft forward and active part in thefetranfactions. In their 
correfpondence with Norwich in particular, as early as the 12th 
of April, 1793, there isa paflage which fo clearly marks the 
real objet which (whatever may have been their pretexts) 
they appear uniformly to have had in view, that your Com- 
mittee think it right here to infert it. 


Extraé of a Letter from the Secretary to the Soctety for Con/titu- 
tional Information, to the Secretary to the United Political So- 
cieties at Norwich ; dated the 16th of April, 1793. 


“ Where then are we to look for the remedy ? tothat Pare 
liament of which we complain? to the Executive Power, 
which is implicitly obeyed if not anticipated in that Parlia- 
ment; or to ourfelves, reprefented in fome meeting of Dele« 
gates for the efpecial purpofe of reform, which we fuppofe you 
underftand by the term Conyention ? 

“ It is the end of each of thefe propofitions that we ought 
to look to; and as fuccefsin a good caufe mutt be the effect of 
perfeverance and the rifing featon of the time, let us determine 
with coolnefs, but let us ‘perfevere with decifion—As toa 
Convention, we regard it as a plan the moft defirable and 
moft practicable, fo foon as the great body of the people fall 
be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the attempt. 
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Hitherto we have no reafon to believe that the momentis ar- 
rived for that purpofe.—As to any petition to the crown, we 
believe it hopelefs in its confequences. With refpect to the 
laft of the propofals, we are at alofs to advife.—If the eventis 
looked to inthe vote which may be obtained from that body to 
whom this petition is to be addreffed, which of us can look to 
it without the profpect of an abfolute negative ? in this point 
of view, thercfore, it cannot require a moment’s confideration, 
But if we regard the policy of fuch a petition, it may, in our 
apprehenfion, be well worth confidering as a warning voice to 
our prefent Legiflators, and as a fignal for imitation tothe 
majority of the people. Should fuch a plan be vigoroufly and 
generally purfued, it would hold out a certainty to our fellow 
countrymen that we are not a handful of individuals unworthy 
of attention or confideration, who defire the reftoration of the 
antient liberties of England ; but, on the contrary, it might 
bring into light that hoft of well-meaning men, who, inthe 
different towns and counties of this realm, are filently but feri- 
oufly anxious for reformation in the government. 

“ We exhort you with anxiety to purfu: your laudable en- 
deavours for the common good, and never to defpair of the 
public caufe.” 


But of all the Societies with which they correfponded, the 
two of the greateft importance are, the London Correfpond- 
ing Society (which has been already referred to, and with whom 
during this whole period the correfpondence appears to have 
been continually kept up), and the Afflembly which called it- 
felf the Britifi Convention at Edinburgh. The firft of thefe 
it will be neceflary for the Committee to advert to particularly. 
The proceedings of the fecond are already fufficiently noto- 
rious. It is therefore only neceflary to add, that on the meet- 
ing of the Conftitutional Society, on the 25th of October latt, 
after their adjournment for the fummer, a letter was read from 
the Secretary of the Convention of the Friends of the People 
at Edinburgh, to the Secretary of the Correfponding Society— 
in confequence of which it was refolved, that there fhould be 
an extraordinary general mecting, to confider of fending De- 
legates toa Conventionof Delegates of the different Societies 
in Great Britain, to be held at Edinburgh, for the purpofe of 
obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 

On the Monday following the 28th of October, this meet- 
ing took place. “Iwo Delegates were chofen, and the followe 
ing inftructions given them: 

« The 
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« The Delegates are inftructed, on the part of this Society, 
to afiift in bringing forward and fupporting any conftitutional 
meatures for procuring a real reprefentation of the Commons 
of Great Britain in Parliament. That in fpecifying the ree 
drefs to be demanded of exifting abufes, the Delegates ought 
never to lofe fight of the two effential principles—general fuf- 
frage, and annual reprefentation, together with the unalienable 
right in the people to reform. And that a reafonable and 
known compenfation ought to be made to the reprefentatives 
of the nation, by a national contribution. 

“ That the Delegates do punctually correfpond with the 
Society, forthe purpofe of communicating information, and 
of receiving fuch further inftructions as the exigency may 
require.” 


And it was further refolved, 


“ That the Society be defired to write to the different So- 
cieties with which this Society is in correfpondence, informing 
them that the London Correfponding Society, together with 
this Society, have elected Delegates to the Convention of 
Delegates to meet at Edinburgh on the 29th inftant ; and to 
requelt their concutrence in this important meafure.” 


(To be continued.) 





INTERESTING TRIALS, 
COURT of KING’s-BENCH, 


Sittings before the Lord Chief Fuftice of the Court of Commo 
Pleas. 


SLATTER verfus CRISP. 


HE plaintiff lives in Cleveland-ftreet, and brought this 

action againit the defendant, Mary Crifp, for lodging in 

his houfe for three or four months. He charged her a guinea 
and a half a week. 

The defence fet up for this action was twofold: 1ft, That 
the defendant was an unfortunate woman of the town, and 
had, with the knowledge of the plaintiff, taken his parlours for 
the purpofe of proftitution ; That being an illegal contract, 
it was contended the plaintiff could not recover. 


3 Y 2 The 
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The fecond defence was, That at the time this debt was 
contracted, the defendant was an iniant, who was only bound 
for neceflaries ; and that a lodging ata guinea and a half a week 
could not be confidered in that light. 

His Lordihip, in his addrefs tothe Gentlemen of the Jury, 
faid he could not lay it down as a rule of law, that a woman of 
the town fhould not have a lodging to put her head in. He 
did not know how far fuch a rule might extend, or what mif- 
chief it might occafion, One confequence was obvious, that 
every woman of the town weuld be turned adrift into the 
itreets, if ic were to hold that no man who entered into a con- 
tract with a perfon of that defcription could recover upon it, 

The laft d-fence, which was good in point of law, feemed 
to his Lordfhip to be made out fatisfactorily ; and, if the Jury 
were of that opinion, it would be their duty to find a verdiG for 
the defendant. 

Verdict for the defendant, 





The Kine verfus CLAYTON. 


THE defendant was conviéted, at the Dorfet aflizes, of ob- 
ftructing fome Cuftom-Houfe Officers in the execution of 
their duty. He was now brought up for judgment, and, from 
jome favourable circumftances in_his cafe, was only fentenced 
to three months imprifonment in Newgate. 





IN this action a rule was obtained, to fhew caule why a new 
trial fhould not be gianted; and the circumftances of the 
caicy wuich are of fome confequence to the commercial world, 
are thefe: 

‘The drawer of a billof exchange, payable to his own order, 
indorfed it generally, and gave it to Buckland, to prefent to 
the drawer, Tankard, for payment. Buckland, however, re- 
tained the bill, on fome pretence, as his own property, and 
brought the prefent aétion to enforce the payment. 

‘The drawer of the bill, Gregfon, was produced on the 
trial, as a witnefs for the defendant, to fhow that the plaintiff 
had no property in the bill. He was releafed by the defendant, 
but his evidence was over-ruled, as haying an intereft in ce- 
feating the plaintifi’s ation. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Erfkine was now proceeding to fupport the rule, on the 
ground that the rejection of this evidence was a wrong de 
cifion in the Jadge ; but the Court thought it a point of too 
much importance to decide, while only two Judges were pre= 
fent, Mr. Juftice Afhhurft and Mr. Juftice Buller not being 
in Court. It therefore flands over. 





Harris verfus EDWARDS. 


THE plaintiff, Mr. Harris, who is a coal-buyer, brought 
this action againft Mifs Edwards, of Upper Seymour-ftreet, 
now Mrs, Home, to recover the fum of 107]. 

The circumftances of this cafe are fhortly thefe: A young 
man of the name of Ivgrave, having entered into the coal 
trade, and being a diftant relation of the defendant, applied to 
her to become lecurity for 1001]. This lady complied with his 
requeft, and entered into a written fecurity, to Baynes and Co, 
coal-buyers, with whom I. then dealt, for the payment of any 
fum that fhould be contraéted by I. for coals, not exceeding 
rool. It was afterwards found that this fum was not fufficient 
to enable him to carry on bufinefs with advantage, and there- 
fore he made a fecond application to Mils E. to increate the 
fecurity to Zool. Milfs E. complied with that requeft. Ia May 
1793; B. and Co, found that I. was not punctual in his pay- 
ments, and were obliged to apply to Mifs E. for the money. 
She paid them 150l, in ready mouey, and gave them a bill at 
two months for sol. 

In about two or three months after, I. applied to the prefent 
plaintiff, Mr. Harris, to let him have coals on credit, and re- 
ferred to Mifs E. for a chara&ter. The plaintiff accordingly 
wrote to her, and informed her that J. had referred to him to 
her for his refponfibility. Sie wrote the plautiff an anfwer to 
this effect— That fhe knew I. well, and the dared fay he 
would perform all his engagements to their fatisfaction.” 
The plaintiff, in confequeace, gave him credit for coals to the 
amount of 107]. the fu for which this action was brought 5 
and as he could not get a fhilling of the money from this 
young man himfeif, he was obliged to apply tothe ,preient de- 
fendant, in confequence of whole mifreprefentation that debt 
had been incurred. 

Mr. Erfkine proved the leading facts of this opening. 

Mr. Bower, as Countel for the defendant, admitted that the 
cafe of Paifley and Freeman furnifhed a precedeat for his fpe- 

cies 
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cies of action. It had been decided, that where a party 
knowingly and wilfully, for the purpofe of gaining falfe credit 
from a third perfon to another, and with a view to affift that 
perfon to obtain that credit which otherwife would not be ob- 
tained, and in confequence the party having given credit to fuch 
reprefentation, and trufted a perfon who afterwards broke his 
engagements, it had been decided that this conduct was im- 
proper and immoral, and that the party who had made that mif- 
reprefentation fhould be bound to pay the damages which had 
been fuft- ined in confequence of it. He did not find fault with 
that decifion, when the party who had given fuch reprefentation 
knew at the time it was falfe. That the defendant had been 
capable of fuch conduct he could by no means admit. Mrs, 
H, was a woman of undoubted charaCter and reputation. She 
was the daughter of Sir Thomas Edwards, and a lady of 
fathion znd fortune. 1. had impofed upon her, and reprefented 
that he had bought a {mall eftate in fome part of the country, 
which made it inconvenient for him to pay what he owed B. 
and Co, and therefore, although this lady had paid the fum of 
200). for him, fhe had no conception that he would not have 
been punétual to his engagements with the plaintiffs. 

The Lord Chief Juftice in his addrefs to the Jury obferved, 
that the Counfel on both fides were agreed as to the grounds of 
this action. Why did not this lady tell Mr. H. what had hap- 
pened ? Why did not the inform him that fhe had been guaran- 
tee for 2001. to B, and Co. and that fhe had been ooliged to 
pay it a few weeks ago ? 

This action was certainly a very few years ago entertained 
for the firft time, and it was admitted that it was maintainable. 
It was grounded on the fair principles of common honefty, in 
which would be found the feeds and roots of law. His Lord- 
fhip thought no man bound to give a charaéter, but if he con- 
defcended to do fo, it ought to be a true one. If aman really 
believed that another was folvent, and declared that opinion, 
although it might turn out afterwards that he was infolvent, no 
action could lic. The ground of this aétion was, that a per- 
fon, knowingly and wilfully, for fraudulent purpofes, had mifre- 
prefented things, and had thereby occafioned an injury to fome 
innocent perfons. If the defendant had ftated to the plaintiff 
what had pafled between her and B. and Co, relative to I. it 
was not to be prefumed that a cautious man would have given 
creditto I. His Lordthip could not help thinking that the re- 
prefentation was not fuch as fairly fprang out of the tranfaction 
of which the herfelf had been aparty. And there was pretty 
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ftrong evidence that this was a fraud in point of legal intend- 
ment, by this lady having reprefented the fact contrary to her 
own better knowledge. If the Jury were of that opinion, 
they would feel it their duty to give a verdict for the plaintiff. 

An A& ot the Legiflature had lately paffed, making it cri- 
minal in any perfon to give a falfe character to a fervant. His 
Lordfhip conceived that before the pafling of that act, a civil 
action might have been maintained, if in confequence of fuch 
falfe character any injury had been fuitained. 

Verdict for plaintiff 1071. 








HABEAS CORPUS. 


The following Extraé? (being connefted with recent Parliamens 
tary Debates) is printed verbatim from Fudge Black/lone’s 
Commentaries. 


HE language of the Great Charter is, that no freeman 
fhall be taken or imprifoned, but by the lawful judgment 
of his equals, or by the law of the land. And many fubie- 
quent old ftatutes exprefsly direét, that no man fhall be taken 
or imprifoned by fuggeftion or petition to the King or his 
Council, unlefs it be by legal indiétment, or the procefs of 
the common law. By the petition of right, 3 Car. I. it is 
enacted, that no freeman fhall be imprifoned or detained with- 
out caufe fhewn, to which he may make anfwer according to 
law. By 16 Car. I.c. 10, if any perfon be reftrained of his 
liberty by order or decree of any illegal court, or by command 
of the King’s Majefty in perfon, or any of the Privy Council 
he fhall, upon demand of his Council, have a writ of Habeas 
Corpus, to bring his body before the Court of King’s Bench 
or Common Pleas ; who {hall determine whether the caufe of 
his commitment be juft, and thereupon do as juftice fhall ap- 
pertain, And by 31. Car. IL. c. 2. commonly called the 
Habeas Corpus Act, the methods of obtaining this writ are fu 
plainly pointed out and enforced, that, fo long as this {tatute re- 
mains unimpeached, no fubject of England can be long de- 
tained in prifon, except in thofe cafes in which the law requires 
and juftifiesfuch detainer. And, Icit this a&t fhould be evaded 
by demanding unreafonable bail, or fureties for the prifoner’s 
appearance, it is declared by W. and M, ft, 2. c. 2, that excef- 
five bail ought not to be required. 
6 Of 
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Of great importance to the public is the prefervation of 
this perfonal liberty : For if once it were left in the power of 
any, the highelt magiftrate, to imprifon arbitrarily whomfoever 
he or his officers thought proper, (as in France is daily prac- 
tifed by the crown) there would foon be an end of all other 
rights and immunities. 





SOME have thought, that unjaft attacks, even upon life, or 
property, at the arbitrary will of the magiftrate, are IcfS dan- 
gerous to the commonwealth, than fuch as are made upon the 
perfonal liberty of the fubject. “Io bereave aman of life, or 
by violence to confifcate his eftate, without accufation or trial, 
would be fo grofs and notorious an act of defpotifm, as mutt 
atonce convey the alarm of tyranny throughout the kingdom. 
But confinement of the perfon, by fecretly hurrying him to 
the gaol, where his fufferings are unknown or forgotten, is a 
lefs itriking, and therefore a more dangerous engine of arbi- 
trary government. And yet fometimcs, when the ftate is in 
real danger, even this may bea neceflary meafure. But the 
happinefs of our conftitution is, that it is not left to the Exe- 
cutive Power to determine when the danger of the ftate is fo 
great as torender this meafure expedient: For it is the Parlia- 
ment only, or Legiflative Power, that whenever it fees proper, 
can authorize the Crown, by fufpending the Habeas Corpus 
AG for a fhort and limited time, to imprifon fufpected perions, 
without giving *ny reafon for fo doing; as the Senate of 
Rome was wont to have recourfe to a di€tator, a magiftrate of 
abfolute authority, when they judged the republic in any im- 
minent danger. The decree of the Senate, which ufually 
preceded the nomination of this magiftrate, “ Dent operam Con 
Jules, ne quid refpublica detrimenti capiat*,” was called the * Se- 
natus confultum ultima neceffitatist.”’ In like manner, this exe 
periment ought only to be tried in cafes of extreme emer- 
gency; and in thefe, the nation parts with its liberty for a 
while, ia erder to preferve it for ever. 

7. “« The Confuls fhall look to it, that the republic fuflain no 
anjury. 


; ** A decree of the utmoft, or laft, neceffity.” 
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Particulars refpeéting the Execution of Madame Elizabeth. 
By an Eve-WITNEss3. 


ADAME ELIZABETH, the ill-fated fittet of Louis 
XVI. fell a viGtim to the fanguinary fyftem of Repub- 
licanifm on the 10th of May, 1794. She was followed to the 
fcaffold by twenty five perfons, condemned at the fame time, 
but was not fuffered to fall under the edge of the fatal axe till 
the heads of all her fellow-fufferers had been ftruck off ; and 
the died indeed the lait of them all. That amiable and moft 
virtuous Princefs did not fuffer for any crimes of her own, 
but for the offences of others, which were falfely imputed to 
her. The Revolutionary Tribunal itfelf confidered her death 
as a political neceffity. 

Having afcended the {caffold, fhe immediately caft her eyes 
to Heaven, and, wringing her hands, demanded of the King of 
Kings that fortitude which the horrors of her fituation had 
rendered fo neceflary. Having continued in prayer till the 
moment when fhe was to fubmit her head to the inftrument 
of death, fhe advanced with perfect refignation, with a kind of 
heroifm infpired by religion, and perfectly refigned to the de 
cree of Providence. 

Though fhe bled the laft among her 25 fellow fufferers, the 
difplayed a courage, a fortitude, fuperior to them all. 

In her prayer, fhe reprefented the celebrated Magdalen of 
Le Brun, which ufed formerly to be an objec of admiration to 
the curious in the Church of the Carmelites at Paris. 

When fhe was paffing in the cart througa Rue St. Honore, 
feveral attentive {pectators could difcern even in the eyes of her 
executioner an expreffion of pity, which in fimilar cafes rifes 
often fuperior to conftraint. All the other ladies who fuffered 
with the Princefs were either fo very old, fo difhevelled, fo dif- 
figured by paint, or fo very filthy and ragged in their drefs, 
that the fight of them almoft {mothered the rifing fentiment of 
compaflion, 

The Princefs and her 25 fellow-fufferers were difpatched in 
lefs than eighteen minutes. 

The peopte, accuitomed to fuch fpedtacles, faw this fcene 
of horror with great tranquillity, and at the conclufion fhouted 
“ Long live the Republic !” 

Thus died the virtuous Elizabeth Philippina Maria of 
France, after having lived, with a moft faint-like and fpotlefs 
reputation, 30 years and feven days. 


Vou, XXIII, 591. 3Z Account 
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‘Account of the Mount of Forty Days, near Ferufalem, 
[From Mariti’s Travels through Cyprus, &c.] 


HEN we entered the plain of Jericho we purfued the 
road which leads to the left, and, after travelling a mile 
and a half, arrived at the Mount of Forty Days. Having 
alighted, feveral Arabs approached us, and offered to hold our 
hories, “Phough we knew none of them, we thoight it pru- 
dent not to refule this proof of their confidence. All that 
can be apprehended from them, faid fome of my companions, 
is, that they may fteal our bridles ; articles of which they are 
remarkably fond. Befides, they did not afk much for their 
fervices, and were contented with receiving two medins from 
each traveller. 

There were only twelve of us who had the curiofity and 
courage to take a view of the mountain. The reft of the 
caravan repofed in the mean time under the fhade of fome 
neighbouring ruins, - 

The Mountain of Forty Days is fituated to thé north of 
Jericho. The fummit of it is neither covered with fhrubs, 
turf, nor earth; it confifts. of a folid mals of white marble, 
the furface of which is become yellow by the injuries of the 
air 

The path by which you afcend to it fills one with terror, as it 
rifes with a winding coarfe between two abyfles, which the eye 
dares {carcely behold. This path is at firft pretty broad, but 
it at length becomes fo confined, that one can with difficulty 
place both feet upon it at the fame time. Several of our 
company miftrutting their own ftrength, thought themfelves 
very fortunate in being able to return without danger. 

When we had afcended a little higher, we found an Arab 
ftretched out on the path, who made us pay a certain toll for 
our palisge. 7 

Here the traveller requires courage. One of the parapets 
of the path being broke, we clung to the part which remained, 
until we had reached a {mall grotto, fituated very commo- 
dioufly, as it gave us an oppoitunity of recovering our breathe 

Whe we had refted ourlelves a little, we purfued our 
courfe, which became itil more dangerous. Sufpended almoft 
from the reck, aad havi g before our eyes all the horror of 
the precipice, we covid advance only by dragying one foot 
after the other; fo that, had the finallett fragment given way 
under 
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under us, we fhould have been hurried to the bottom of this 
frightful abyis, 

Proceeding a little farther, we found a fecond grotto, the 
entrance of which was about nine fect in breadth. It would 
be of confiderable fize were not above two-thirds of it filled 
up by part of the roof, which had tumbleddown, This grotto 
conduéts to another, which we had the curiofity to enter; but 
we were almoft ft fled by the g:eat number of bats which 
were fluttering up anidown init. Being defirous of retrect= 
ing almoft as foon as we ‘ad entered, they flew in fuch num- 
bers around us, that they in a manner covered our whole 
bodies ; but they luckily made a paflage for themfelves, and 
fuffered us to breathe with freedom. By the glimmering light 
which reached this grotto, we perceived that the bottom of it 
was covered, to the height of a hand-breadth, with the excre- 
ments of thefe animals ; and we remarked fome niches in the 
fides of it, which gave us reafon to conclude that it had once 
ferved as a fepulchre to the ancient anchorets. This is the 
more probable, as the other grotto appears, by the remains of 
an altar, and of fome Greek paintings, to have been tormerly 
a church. In the right corner there is a large cifltern, the 
plafter of which retains its original folidity, though broken in 
a few places. In the left corner there is a firall {tair, which 
conduéts to a third grotto. ‘This is much longer and broader 
than any of the former, and its walls are ornamented alfo with 
Greek paintings, which reprefent the twelve apoitles in their 
natural fize. Their figures, however, are fo much changed, 
that one could fcarcely diftinguifh who they are, were it not 
that their names are written in Greek characters upon the 
Glory which furrounds their heads, At the farther end of this 
grotto ftands a {quare altar, a little damaged; above which is 
an oval painting of the Annuaciation, in perfect prefervation. 

The chifel has been employed to render thefe grottos regu~ 
lar and fmooth 3 and it appcars that they were inhabited vy a 
certain number of hermits, who devoted themfel: es to a life of 
contemplation. 

No writer has been able to tell us who the founder of this 
hermitage was. Nicephorus and Lufebius, who have deferibed 
all the other churches and religious places of Palcitine and Jus 
dea, a not ipeak of thefe chapels. 

This mountain is one of the higheft in the province, and 
one of its moft facred places. It takes its name trom the ri- 


gorous faft which Chrift obferved here after having triumphed 


over'the vanities of the world, and the power of Hill. 
3Z22 In 
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In remembrance of this miracle, a chapel was formerly 
conftruéted cn the fummit of the mountain. It may be feen 
from the plain; but we could net approach it, as the pati was 
almoft encirely deftroyed. It, however, may be acceffible on 
the other fide of the mountain, which we did not vifit, A 
great many fcattered grottos are feen here, in one of which, 
according to Quarcfmius, were depofited the bodies of feves 
ral anchorets, which are ftill entire. I have heard the fame 
thing aflerted in the country 5 but I could never meet with any 
perfun who had feenthem. Here we enjoyed the moft beau- 
tiful profpeét imaginable. ‘This part of the Mountain of 
Forty Days overlooks the mountains of Arabia, the country 
of Gilead, the country of the Ammonites, the plains of Moab, 
the plain of Jericho, the river Jordan, and the whole extent of 
the Dead Sea. It was here the Devil taid tothe Son of God, 
s All thefe kingdoms will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
and worfhip me.” 





Anfwer, by F. R. Toulmin, of Barum, to Sobrius’s Enignia, 
inferted March 24. 


OO oft, alas! we turn our BACK on facred things, 
Unmindful of the pieafure which from Religion fprings ; 
Sure joys inceflant from this pure fountain flow, 
And the could make this earti a paradife below; 
If we mortals would th’ paths of vice and folly thun, 
And in fair Virtue’s courfe now glide our footfteps on. 


*{* We have received the like anfwer from W. H. of 
Crediton; P.of Dorfetthire; Eremita, of Wefton Zoyiand ; 
A.D. of Ivybridge; W. H. of Dean Prior; J. T. Hill, near 
Helftone ; Homo, near Cerne; W. Brewer, and A. Apfey, of 
‘Taunton; Philomathes, of Modbury; and Furze Stub, of 
Long Moor. 





4 CHARADE, by F. RB. Toulmin, of Barutie 


yw morn breaks forth in fhades of light, 
Vy firft is always known; 


Where 





FRO a Na 








gM'ay 


Dgs, 
1gs 5 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 549 


Where horfes feed, and bullocks bite, 
My f<cond may be fhown: 
If both thefe are right connected, 
A learned man will be detected. 








An ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Sutton, 


AY, candid ladies, who this piece perufe, 
Do youan arucle of drefs more ule 
Than me, who ama long and daily friend 
Tn healt? Tis on my ttrength you much depend, 
How different in fh pe is every thing, 
You deck yourfelves withal in lovely S ring; 
When Summer’s ufher’d in with intenfe heat, 
A change appears almoft from head to feet; 
Aod when the ruffet Autumn is fet in 
Part of the drefs might do which ferv’d in Spring; 
But when ftern Winter comes, with dreary train 
(Performing ftrife ’mong elements amain) 
Of hoary froft, deep {now, and driving fleet, 
Of bjutt’rous winds and heavy rains replete, 
With pinching cold in the long courfe of night, 
And in the day’s fhort {pace of clouded light: 
Amidit thefe varied fcenes I keep my place, 
And much your handfome perfonages grace. 
The ornamental coverings of your h-ad, 
As hats or caps, or what ferves in their ftead, 
Both in their form aad coinpofition change, 
Invention likes extern.ts which are ftrange ; 
Cloaks, gowns, aprons, and fuch like outward parts 
Of coitly drets, all wrought with cunning arts, 
Do undergo, in tis illumin’d nation, 
Oft times an unexpected quick mutation, 
But 1 do not—in fusftance and in length 
For many years /’ve been—and fo in ttrength. 
Without my aid the ttouteft thing that’s worn, 
And keeps the reft in place, could not adorn 
Your beautiful, tho’ very tender frame. 
If you defirous are to know my name, 
In Mofes’ writings you may quickly find 
That I two curious ornaincacs did bind, 
And keep fecure, that they might not be loofe, 
Bat fit for Aaron’s facerdotal ufe, 


9 POETRY, 
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VERSES written upon the SCENES of my YOUTH. 


CENEFS of my youth! ye once were dear, 
Tho’ fadly I your charms furvey, 
I once was wont to Inger here 
From early dawn to clofing day. 
Scenes of my youth! pale Sorrow flings, 
A thade o’er all your beauties now; 
And robs the moments of their wings, 
That fcatter’d bleffings as they flew. 
While, ftill to heighten every care, 
Refleion tells me fuch things were, 


”T was here a tender mother ftrove, 
To keep my bappinefs in view ; 
I fmil’d beneath a parent’s love, 
That foft compaffion ever knew. 
In whom the virtues all combin’d, 
On whom I could with faith rely ; 
To whom my heart and foul were join’d, 
By mild Affection’s primal tye ! 
Who fmiles in Heav’n, exempt from care, 
Whilft I remember fuch things were. 


*T was here (where calm and tranquil reft, 
O’erpays the peafant for his toil} 
That, firit in bleffing, 1 was bleft 
With glowing ' riendfhip’s open fmile. 
My friend, far diftant doom’d to roam, 
Now braves the fury of the main; 
He fied his peaceful, happy home, 
His little fortune to increafe. 
While bleeds afreth the wound of care, 


When I remember fuch things were. 
© »T was 


ae 


i 
’ 
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*T was here—ev’n in this blooming grove, 
I fondly gaz’d on Laura’s charms, 
Who, bluthing, own’d a mutual Icve, 
* And melted in my youthful arms. 
Tho’ hard the foul-conflicting ftrife, 
Yet Fate, the cruel tvrant! bore, 
Far from my fight, the charm of life— 
The lovely maid whom I adore. 
It fills my foul with tender care, 
When I remember fuch things were. 


Here firft I faw the morn appear 

Of guilelefs Pleafure’s thining day; 
I met the dazzling brightnefs here, - 

Here mark’d the foft, declining ray : 
Beheld the fkies, whofe ftreaming light 

Gave {plendour to the parting fun; 
Now loft in Sorrow’s fable night, 

And all their mingled glories gone: 
Till Death in pity end my care, 

I muft remember fuch things were. 


HOMO. 





To the LILY. 
[From the Romance of the Forelft, lately publifhed.] 


OFT filken flow’r, that in the dewy vale, 
Unfold’ ft thy modeft beauties to the morn, 
And breatn’ft thy fragrance on the wand’ring gale, 
O’er earth’s green hills and fhadowy vallies borne. 


When Day has clos’d his dazzling eye, 
And dying gales fink foft away ; 

When Eve fteals down the weftern tky, 
And mountains, woods, and vales decay ; 


Thy tender cups, that graceful fwell, 
Droop fad bene.th her chilly dews ; 
Thy odours feek their filken cell, 
And Twilight veils thy languid hues. 


But foon, fair flower, the morn thall rife, 
And rear again thy penfive head, 


Agaia 
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Again unveil thy fnowy dyes, 
Again thy velvet foliage {pread. 


Sweet child of Spring, like thee in Sorrow’s fhade, 
Full oft I mours, and droop forlorn ; 

And On! like thee, may light my glooms pervade, 
And Sorrow fly before Joy’s living more. 





Forthe WeekLy ENTERTAINER. 


Lines occafioned by the Death of Mrs. David, of Frome, 
in April, 1794. 


WEET ANN, adieu! whofe blamelefs life 
Adorn’d thy fphere, as mother, friend, aud wife ; 
Poffefs’d of genius, arts refin’d, 
And humble virtues—grac’d thy mind. 
Fond Memory here infpires each fenfe 
Of wit, of worth—thy excellence. 
Thy tongue, thofe ways, by fweetnefs drefs’d— 
Thy life by generous acts exprefs’d— 
Pious, graceful, good, and kind— 
And modeft candour fhew’d thy mind. 
Patient ’midft Affliction’s rod, 
Duteous walking with thy God; 
Oft Memory weeps thofe virtues dear, 
Thy friendthip, worth, and graces near, 
Affembled thine, by thefe I rife, 
And view thee, Angel! inthe fkies. 
eee 8 


Wincanton. 





An extemporary Epigram on the Marriage of Mr. W. 
C. of B—d—i, to a young Lady whofe name was 
FAR. 


T has, Friend C, been long your care, 
From lovely Venus’ charms to run; 
But the fo clofely you purfu’d, 
You are at laft by FAR outdone. 


A CORRESPONDENT, 
May, 1794. 
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